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On Nov. 22, elections were held for the 80 seats in the new constituent assembly, called the
Democratic Constituent Congress (CCD). A total of 1,440 candidates, representing 18 parties,
participated in the elections. The CCD will be charged with rewriting the 1980 constitution, and will
execute legislative and oversight functions through the end of its term in 1995. Various opposition
parties refused to participate in the elections including the Popular American Revolutionary
Alliance (Alianza Popular Revolucionaria Americana, APRA), Popular Action (Accion Popular),
the Liberty Movement (Movimiento Libertad), and three parties affiliated with the Leftist Union
(Izquierda Unida) coalition: the Peruvian Communist Party (Partido Comunista Peruano, PCP), the
Revolutionary Leftist Union (Union de Izquierda Revolucionaria, UNIR), and the Mariateguista
Unified Party (Partido Unificado Mariateguista, PUM). According to police, one person was killed by
a police officer who fired into a crowd during a disturbance in the line of people waiting to vote in
the town of Amashca, 42 km. north of Huaraz, Ancash department. Rebels of the Sendero Luminoso
(Shining Path) movement called an armed strike for Nov. 21-22 in both the Ancash and Ayacucho
departments, in order to disrupt the elections. An armed strike was also called for Nov. 18-19 in
Lima (see related article in this issue of NotiSur). Following the disturbance in Amashca, about 800
people waiting to vote left the area without casting ballots. The rebel strike also caused difficulties
in public transportation, as bus drivers refused to run their regular routes. There was no disruption
of the voting reported in Ayacucho. Despite numerous rebel attacks reported the previous night
in Lima and throughout the country, no other major disruptions were reported on elections day.
The vote was monitored by national and foreign observers, including 210 members of a delegation
from the Organization of American States (OAS). In addition, about 100,000 army and police troops
were mobilized to provide security to voters and election officials. According to the OAS observers,
the election was not marred by fraud or other difficulties. According to election result projections
released by the private opinion polling firms Apoyo and the Peruvian Research Center (Centro
Peruano de Investigacion, CPI), the pro-government coalition Cambio 90-Nueva Mayoria (Change
90- New Majority) received about 40% of the valid votes, giving it as many as 44 of the 80 seats
in the constituent assembly. The Popular Christian Party (Partido Popular Cristiano, PPC) came
in second with about 8% of the votes, giving that party eight seats in the assembly. PPC leader
Lourdes Flores called on the parties of the new assembly to form a "constructive opposition" to the
government of President Alberto Fujimori. Next came the Independent Moralizing Front (Frente
Independiente Moralizador, FIM), which received about 7% (7 seats), the Renovation Movement
(Movimiento Renovacion), about 6% (6 seats), and the Democratic Left Movement (Movimiento
Democratico de Izquierda, MDI) about 4% (4 seats). Official results are expected to be released in
early December. According to unofficial results, although voter turnout was high, about one voter
in five turned in a blank ballot. Voting is mandatory for citizens between the ages of 16 and 70 and
abstention is punished with a US$75 fine. Following news of the results, Jaime Yoshiyama, leader of
the Cambio 90-Nueva Mayoria candidate list, claimed victory "over subversion for all Peruvians."
Yoshiyama denied opposition accusations that the coalition received support from the government
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or from the National Elections Tribunal (Jurado Nacional de Elecciones, JNE). He also dismissed
reports that his close relationship with President Fujimori will limit the CCD's autonomy from the
executive. Yoshiyama called for a pact between the pro-government coalition and opposition parties,
including those that participated in the elections and those that abstained. "The inefficient and
slow congress is dead and we're going to show that the new people of the other political forces can
make parliament into a tremendously efficient and capable institution." (Sources: Spanish news
service EFE 11/22/92; Associated Press, 11/22/92, 11/23/92; Agence France-Presse, 11/18/92, 11/22/92,
11/23/92)
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